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Assistant CSEAS Director Eric Jones interviews Hao Phan, curator of NIU’s Southeast Asia Collection and a published poet. The
Center’s new podcast series is officially out in the ether. Details below.

Let the podcast be with you
1. This week’s lecture: Reflections on 2016 Cambodia study tour NEW
2. CSEAS launches Southeast Asia Crossroads podcast series NEW
3. Study abroad in SEA this winter, next summer NEW
4. World premiere of Thai music for steel pan to highlight COTS
conference NEW
5. Center associates update: Trude Jacobsen NEW
6. Funding available for faculty research NEW
7. Exercise your grantsmanship NEW
8. On display: A celebration of Burmese art
9. Burnish your resume with Southeast Asian Studies
10. Save the dates: Study abroad, grad school fairs, poetry reading,
Halloween party NEW
11. All the news that fits: Mandala 2016 posted online
12. Money for study: Fall deadlines NEW
13. Job/internship opportunities
14. Conferences, calls for papers, workshops
15. Area cultural opportunities:

Money for study
Looking for funding to
support your Southeast Asia
studies? Check out the
bulletin’s Money for Study
section where you’ll find
opportunities to do research
on campus, study language
abroad, support your field
work, and more. Many have
fall application deadlines so
check them out soon.
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1. This week’s lecture: Reflections on 2016 Cambodia study tour NEW
Northern Illinois community college educators
Paul Edelman (Sauk Valley), Willie Morris
(Harper), and Kathy Westman (Waubonsee) will
present “Reflections on the 2016 Community
College Study Tour to Cambodia” at noon Friday,
Sept. 30, in Room 100 Campus Life. The three
went to Cambodia with CSEAS Director Judy
Ledgerwood June 1–21 to gain firsthand
experience in internationalizing their curricula in
political science, English and sociology
respectively. While in Cambodia, they visited
universities and non-governmental organizations,
Ledgerwood, Morris, Edelman and Westman visit with a
the Khmer Rouge Tribunal, and various temples
village vendor.
and historical sites. To order an Indonesian lunch,
submit an online request by 6 p.m. Thursday at Lecture Lunch Order. Orders must be cancelled
online by 10 a.m. Friday. Cost is $5 for students and $6 for faculty, staff and others. Payments may
be made in cash or by check. For lunch details, e-mail cseasbrownbag@gmail.com.
2. CSEAS launches Southeast Asia Crossroads podcast series NEW
NIU’s Center for Southeast Asian Studies is enlarging its global footprint
with a new educational podcast, “Southeast Asia Crossroads,” a twicemonthly series that will showcase Southeast Asian expertise from around
the world.
CSEAS Assistant Director and associate history professor Eric Jones
will moderate the series, with other CSEAS associates occasionally
stepping in. Guests will be drawn from the Center’s roster of Friday
lecture speakers, faculty associates and affiliates, as well as visiting
Southeast Asia experts. The first podcast in the series is an interview with
University of Leeds political scientist Duncan McCargo, who taped the session at CSEAS when he
was on campus as a guest lecturer last spring. The second is an interview with Center for Burma
Studies Director Catherine Raymond and graduate assistant Carmin Berchiolly about reverse glass
painting in Myanmar. Other guests recorded so far reflect the interdisciplinary nature of area
studies, from art history and anthropology to political science and literature.
While Jones is recording most sessions in a studio set-up at CSEAS, he has corralled a temporary
space at the Holmes Student Center in October to capture interviews with speakers from around the
world coming to the International Burma Studies Conference Oct. 6–9.
What Jones hopes will distinguish Southeast Asia Crossroads is its conversational format,
sometimes with more than one guest and host in the mix, and including artists and musicians in
addition to scholars. “First and foremost we are an educational podcast, but we strive to be
engaging and entertaining,” he says. “Some educational podcasts just set up a mic at a traditional
lecture and that's the podcast. There's nothing wrong with that, but it doesn't take advantage of
some of the dynamic content abilities of this new medium.”
Jones sees the Center’s new venture as a natural extension of the Center’s mission as a US
Department of Education Title VI National Resource Center for Southeast Asian studies. But he is
most excited about the prospect of drawing in a new audience.
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“A podcast allows us to greatly expand our reach,
pushing and broadcasting good Southeast Asia content as
How to listen
a leading center,” he says. “Podcasts are the future of
Desktop or laptop: Click on this
media. Last month, roughly the same number of people
link (later to be posted on the
listened to a podcast and used Twitter. But in many ways
podcast page on the CSEAS
it’s the opposite of the 140-character message, it's a deep
website).
dive into a specific topic.”
Mobile device: Open the
With that kind of depth, Jones is convinced that
Podcasts app and search for
Southeast Asia Crossroads will become a destination for
“Southeast Asia Crossroads.”
listeners around the world. “Budding students of
You can subscribe to the
Southeast Asia can learn to rely on it for important
podcast (it’s free) and have
educational content. Experienced Southeast Asia hands
podcasts directly sent to your
will be able to keep a pulse on the state of the
phone.
field. Casual listeners, lifelong learners and comparative
analysts can find great topics about a region they want to
know more about,” he says.
With barely any publicity so far, he notes, Southeast Asia Crossroads has been downloaded by 51
listeners from the US, Belgium, Germany and Mexico.
3. Study abroad in SEA this winter, next summer NEW
Stop by NIU’s Study Abroad Fair is Thursday
this week to check out two CSEAS faculty-led
study abroad programs to Indonesia this year.
Want to leave winter weather behind in
December? Join faculty associate Jui-Ching Wang
(School of Music) in Indonesia where she will be
offering her third Experiencing the Arts in Bali
program between semesters Dec. 15–Jan. 4. As in
previous years, participants will spend three
weeks in the mountain village of Bangah in
western Bali, where they will learn about
traditional culture and religious practices,
Wang, left, in Bali in 2014
architecture and crafts, and Balinese music and
dance, ending with a performance. Wang is
leading the program with art professor Shei-Chau Wang. To learn more, see “Eat, Pray, Learn” in
the summer 2015 Mandala or live the experience in this video made by one of the program’s
participants.
Interested in gaining firsthand field and living experience in Indonesia, the largest Muslimmajority democracy in the world? Faculty associate Kikue Hamayotsu (Political
Science) is leading a program in Yogyakarta in the summer, May 21–June 4, focusing
on Indonesian politics, religious and ethnic diversity and conflict, and a rapidly
changing Southeast Asian society. Participants will stay on the campus of Gadja
Mada University. For details on both of study abroad programs, stop by the
information tables for both at the Study Abroad Fair from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 29
Hamayotsu
in the Ellington Ballroom at the Holmes Student Center. Or contact the Study Abroad
office directly at 815-753-0700 or email niuabroad@niu.edu.

4

4. World premiere of Thai music for steel pan to highlight COTS conference NEW
A world premiere of traditional Ponglang music of northeastern Thailand for steel pan will be the
cultural highlight of the Oct. 28–29 Council on Thai Studies (COTS) meeting, one of two major
Southeast Asia conferences coming up in the fall. Registration is currently underway for both COTS
at the Barsema Alumni & Visitors Center and the Oct. 6–9 International Burma Studies Conference
at the Holmes Student Center.
More than 200 scholars from 16 countries are expected for the 12th
annual IBSC, with 170 presenters scheduled in more than 20 panels,
seven exhibitions of Burmese art in three campus locations, a
documentary film festival and a gala evening event. Register for the
IBSC here. For more information, contact conference coordinator
Catherine Raymond at craymond@niu.edu.
COTS will have seven sessions of papers and presentations, with
topics ranging from Thainess in the US to the changing landscapes of
Thai politics and borderlands. The conference’s Friday night
reception Oct. 28 will feature a world premiere performance of
Ponglang music from Northeastern Thailand performed by the NIU
Atrium at the Barsema
Steel Band and Chicago-area Thai musicians and performers. The
Alumni & Visitors Center
concert will be a first-time collaboration between NIU School of
Music professor Liam Teague, director of the NIU Steel Band, NIU music alumnus Chamni
Sripraram (MM, 2001), and Yuko Asada, director of the NIU Community School of the Arts Steel
band. This will be the first time that Thai music will be performed by steel pan, a traditional
instrument from Trinidad and Tobago. Register for COTS here. For details, contact conference
coordinator Kanjana Thepboriruk at kanjana@niu.edu.
5. Center associates update: Trude Jacobsen NEW
 Trude Jacobsen (History), currently on sabbatical, convened a three-session panel
of students and scholars for the Sept. 16–18 Association for Southeast Asian Studies
in the United Kingdom (ASEASUK) conference at the School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS) in London. The panel, Public History and Popular Memory in
Southeast Asia, included: NIU PhD candidate Katrina Chludzinsi (History) and NIU
alumnus Ron Leonhardt (BA history/political science, 2014) currently pursuing his
PhD at George Washington University, as well as international scholars and NIU
Jacobsen
alumnus Maitrii Aung-Thwin (BA history, 1994) now teaching at National University
of Singapore, Elsa Clave (Goethe-Frankfurt), Ghamal Mohammed (Leiden), Kathryn Wellen
(Leiden), James A. Warren (Mahidol), and Theara Thun (Documentation Center of Cambodia).
Paper topics ranged from lesser-known nationalists to accessing the past in Southeast Asia to the
commodification of genocide for tourism revenue.
6. Funding available for faculty research
 CSEAS’s US Department of Education Title VI grant includes limited funds for faculty travel
to conferences or abroad for the purposes of enhancing or building SEA area studies at NIU.
All 2016–17 travel must take place before Aug. 14, 2017; the deadline to apply for these travel
funds is Oct. 1. Note, all requests for international travel with Title VI funding must be
received at least 30 days before travel and all international travel must be on American
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carries (with the exception of some in-country travel where US carriers are not available.
Contact CSEAS Office Manager Lisa Heal for details at lheal@niu.edu or 815-753-1771.
CSEAS faculty pursuing research in Thailand may apply for up to $2,000 in travel funding
from the Thai Teaching and Research Endowment Fund. The awards are to be applied for
research-related travel incurred by Aug. 15, 2017, the date by which reimbursement requests,
based on receipts, must be submitted. To apply, applicants must submit a one-page project
description, a budget and list of any other sources of funding, and a one-page CV. Recipients
must present their findings at a Friday CSEAS lecture, the annual Council on Thai Studies
(COTS) conference or other appropriate venue. Funding will be awarded to those who have
not received this travel award in the past two academic years. The Thai Teaching and
Research Fund is an NIU Foundation fund supported by an endowment by the Royal Thai
government for the enhancement and development of Thai studies at NIU. Submit
applications by Oct. 1 to Chalermsee Olson at eteolson@niu.edu.

7. Exercise your grantsmanship NEW
Need to sharpen your grant-writing skills? The College of Liberal Arts & Sciences is
organizing a series of Grant Proposal Workshops for faculty and graduate students
interested in developing or refining grant proposals to grant and fellowship
competitions sponsored by academic organizations, state bureaus, federal agencies,
and not-for-profit foundations. The workshops will provide a framework for
improving participants’ grant-writing skills and honing their specific proposals. Participating
researchers will form interdisciplinary groups to read and critique each other’s proposals. Feedback
and constructive criticism should allow participants to improve their proposals prior to submission.
If interested, email Brian Sandberg, Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Affairs, with your
name, department, academic rank, and proposal title at bsandberg@niu.edu.
8. On display: A celebration of Burmese art
The NIU Art Museum, the School of Art and Founders Library are alive with traditional and
modern Burmese art this fall, with four exhibits at the museum in Altgeld Hall and two exhibits
upstairs on the second floor of the Art building. The museum’s exhibits include iconic pieces from
the Burma Art Collection, including textiles, paintings, Buddhist pieces, chests for holding sacred
texts, decorative pieces in wood, ivory and silver, and
ceremonial lacquerware, as well as modern works from the
Thukhuma Collection. The exhibits will be open through
Nov. 18.
The museum exhibits are part of a larger celebration of
Burmese art on campus in conjunction with the Oct. 6–9
International Burma Studies Conference and the 30th
anniversary of CBS. Two exhibits opened Sept. 1 at the Jack
Arends School of Art: “Painting Myanmar Today: A Selection
from the Thukhuma Collection” in the Olson Gallery and
“Buddha,” by contemporary Myanmar
artist Zwe Yang Naing, 2013, is on display at
“Unexpected Myanmar; Paw Oo Thet’s Watercolors” in the
the Olson Gallery.
hallway cases across from the gallery. A public reception will
take place 4:30 to 6 p.m. Oct. 6, with a gallery talk by the Thukhuma collector Ian Halliday of Hong
Kong University. The exhibits will be on display through Oct. 27.
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The Donn V. Hart Southeast Asia Collection at Founders Memorial Library will also host an
exhibit, “Exploring Calligraphy, Serigraphy, and Cartography in the Burmese Collection,” opening
Oct. 1.
9. Burnish your resume with Southeast Asian Studies
Add a Southeast Asian Studies minor to a bachelor’s degree or a graduate certificate to an advanced
degree and pull your resumé to the top of the pile. To learn more, visit the CSEAS website or stop by
CSEAS at 520 College View Court. Undergraduates may make an appointment with adviser Maria
“Rai” Nihei at mhancock3@niu.edu; graduate students should contact Assistant Director Eric Jones
at iloveroti@gmail.com.
10. Save the dates: Study abroad, grad school fairs, poetry reading, Burma lectureNEW
 Sept. 29: Study Abroad Fair, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Duke Ellington Ballroom, HSC. NEW
 Oct. 4: Graduate and Professional School Fair, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Duke Ellington Ballroom,
HSC. For details, email Joyce Keller at jkeller@niu.edu. NEW
 Oct. 6: Serbian scholar Jovan Cavoski presents “1945–55: The Apex of Burma’s Nonaligned
Foreign Policy, noon to 1 p.m., Campus Life 100. Sponsored by CSEAS and Department of
History. NEW
 Oct. 6–9: International Burma Studies Conference, Holmes Student Center and Altgeld Hall,
NIU. See website to register.
 Oct. 20: Burmese poet ko ko thett reads from his works, 3:30 p.m., Reavis Hall 211.
Sponsored by CSEAS and the English Department. NEW
 Oct. 23: “Beyond the Living: Ghosts and Spirits in Burmese Tradition,” art and storytelling
program for elementary and middle school students, hosted by Catherine Raymond and
Julie Lamb, 1 to 3 p.m., NIU Art Museum. Pre-registration required. Call 815-753-1936. NEW
 Oct. 28: Southeast Asia Club Halloween party, 6 to 8 p.m., Cole Hall 100. Friends, snacks,
and scary SEA movies. NEW
 Oct. 28–29: Council on Thai Studies conference, Barsema Alumni and Visitors Center, NIU.
See website to register.
 Through September: Exhibit on Cambodian music through the years, Donn V. Hart
Southeast Asia Collection, Founders Memorial Library.
 Through December 9: Storytelling: Hmong American Voices exhibit, Pick Museum of
Anthropology at NIU.
11. All the news that fits: Mandala 2016 posted online
The summer 2016 issue of the Center’s Mandala annual newsletter is up on the Center website. Read
all about the past summer of faculty research activities, the upcoming Burma Studies and Thai
Studies conferences, staff changes, faculty transitions, student news and accomplishments, outreach
updates, and a new scholarship established in the name of late political science professor Dwight
King.
12. Money for study NEW
NIU
 USOAR Grants: Undergraduate Special Opportunities in Artistry and Research program
funds student-generated research or artistry projects on campus, elsewhere in the US or
abroad, up to $2,500. Open to all colleges, majors and backgrounds. Proposal guidelines are
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available online. Students have between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2016 to complete their projects,
and must present a poster at the annual Undergraduate Research and Artistry Day in April.
Deadline for fall 2016: Oct. 1. For spring 2017: Feb. 10.
 SEF Grants: Student Engagement Fund program funds mentored student research projects,
mentored service-learning and NIU faculty-led study abroad programs and field schools. See
website for details. Deadline for spring 2016: Oct. 15.
 Graduate School Travel Grants: Students invited to submit proposals for 2016–17. Rolling
deadlines are Oct. 17, Jan. 17, and March 20. One year of school completed with 3.5 GPA or
above. See website for details. Submit applications to Dean, Graduate School, 223 Adams
Hall. CSEAS will do a department match. Contact Director Judy Ledgerwood at
jledgerw@niu.edu. NEW
Institute of International Education
 Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarships: Open to US undergraduate Pell grant
recipients for international study and internships. Deadline to submit for spring and
summer 2017: Oct. 4. Sponsored by US State Department Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs. See website.
Center for Khmer Studies
 Fellowships: Open to US and Cambodian PhD candidates and scholars in social sciences and
humanities to pursue research in Cambodia and elsewhere in mainland SEA. Short-term and
long-term awards. Funded by American Council of American Overseas Research Centers.
Deadline to apply: Nov. 15. See website.
Institute of International Education
 Boren awards: Undergraduate scholarships ($20,000) and graduate fellowships ($30,000) for
study or research abroad of less commonly taught languages, including SEA languages.
Fellowship deadline: Jan. 31. Scholarship deadline: Feb. 9. See website.
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars
 International Fellowship Program: Academic-year appointments in Washington, DC for
post-docs, working scholars, and accomplished professionals from any country. Deadline to
apply for 2017–18: Oct. 1. See website. NEW
Rotary International
 Rotary Peace Fellowships: Fully paid fellowships for master’s degree study offered at six
universities worldwide, including Duke University and the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill in the US. Applications for 2018–19 fellowships available in mid-December. See
website.
13. Job/internship opportunities
Globaljobs.org
 Job/internship opportunities: Turn area studies into an internship or a career. See job
listings at NGOs, think tanks, government, and private-sector employers. See website.
Chinese Mutual Aid Association
 Interns: Pan-Asian social service organization accepting candidates for interns for business
development, grant writing and workforce development and outreach liaison duties. Contact
Michelle White at michellew@chinesemutualaid.org or 773-784-2900. See website.
US Department of State
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Student internship program: Internship opportunities for undergraduate and graduate
students at Washington headquarters and US embassies, consulates and missions
worldwide. See program website.
Room to Read
 Positions open: San Francisco-based organization that helps develop literacy skills among
primary and secondary school students. See website.
Asia Society
 Career opportunities: Internships and jobs posted regularly on website.
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
 Jobs listed under Opportunities tab of ASEAN website.
Devex: Do Good. Do It Well
 International aid and development jobs in 1,000 agencies, companies and NGOs in 100
countries. See website.
DevMetJOBS.org
 International development jobs and consulting opportunities. See website.
Hess International Educational Group
 Teach English across Asia: Taiwan-based organization offers free training, benefits, and flex
scheduling. Email NIU alum Derek Wright at derek.wright@hess.com.tw or see website.
Idealist.org
 Privately funded website offers searchable database of nonprofit international jobs and
volunteer opportunities. See the Idealist website.
ReliefWeb
 Specialized digital service of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
that posts jobs regularly. See website.
World Health Organization
 Global health agency in the United Nations system encourages online applications for
potential employment. See WHO website.
14. Conferences, calls for papers and workshops
 Thailand in Comparative Perspective: An International Symposium, Sept. 26–27,
University of Sydney. Also, one-day workshop for postgrad and early-career researchers
Sept. 28. See conference website.
 Asia Pacific Sociological Association Conference, Sept. 24–25, Royal University of Phnom
Penh. Theme: Globalization, Mobility and Borders: Challenges and Opportunities in the Asia
Pacific.” See conference website.
 International Burma Studies Conference, Oct. 6–9, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL.
Register now on conference website.
 Council on Thai Studies 2016, Oct. 28–29, Northern Illinois University. Register now on
conference website.
 9th Annual History Graduate Student Conference, Nov. 4, Swen Parson Hall, Northern
Illinois University. Theme: Producing History. 8 a.m. start, panels all day with reception
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Thurgood Marshall Gallery. Contact coordinator JoAnn LoSavio at
niuhistorygsa@gmail.com.
 4th Hmong Studies Consortium International Conference, Jan. 4–5, Chiang Mai University,
Thailand. Theme: Memories, Networks and Identities of Transnational Hmong. See website.
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International Conference on Political Transition, Non-Violence and Communication in
Conflict Transformation, Jan. 24–26, Prince of Songkla University, Pattani, Thailand. See
website.
On Borders and Borderlands: Negotiating the ‘Margins’ under Globalization, Feb. 7–8,
Institute of Development Studies Kolkata, India. See details.
International Graduate Student Conference on the Asia-Pacific Region, Feb. 16–18, EastWest Center, Honolulu, Hawaii. Call for papers. Some travel funding available. See website.
Vietnam and Korea as ‘Longue Duree’ Subjects: Negotiating Tributary and Colonial
Positions, March 3–4, Vietnam National University, Hanoi. Two-part international
conference coordinated by International Institute for Asian Studies and others. See website.
13th International Conference on Thai Studies, July 15–18, Chiang Mai, Thailand. Theme:
Globalized Thailand? Connectivity, Conflict and Conundrums of Thai Studies. See website.
International Convention of Asia Scholars, July 20–23, Chiang Mai, Thailand. Co-sponsored
by International Institute for Asian Studies and Chiang Mai University. Some funding
available. Deadline to submit abstracts: Oct. 10. See website.

15. Area cultural opportunities
 Go behind the scenes of the Philippine Collections at the Field Museum. Contact the
museum’s co-curation team to make arrangements at
cocuration.philippines@fieldmuseum.org. To learn more about the museum’s Philippines
work, see the co-curation team’s newsletter.
 Thai Cultural and Fine Arts Institute of Chicago offers classes in Thai language, dance and
music among other programs. See website for details or phone 312-725-0640.
 “Remembering the Killing Fields” exhibit on display at the Cambodian American Heritage
Museum and Killing Fields Memorial, 2831 W. Lawrence Ave., Chicago. The Cambodian
Association of Illinois also holds free Cambodian music and dance lessons.
 The Indonesian consulate in Chicago offers free Saturday classes: Indonesian language
classes at 10:30 a.m. (intermediate) and 1 p.m. (children’s class); Indonesian traditional
dance, 2 to 4 p.m.; and Javanese gamelan, 4 to 6 p.m. All classes held at the Indonesian
Cultural Center, 711 W. Grand Avenue. Call 312-920-1880, ext. 104/105, or email
icc@indonesiachicago.org. Also see the consulate’s Facebook page.

Join the CSEAS donor family!
You can help keep Southeast Asian studies program at NIU vibrant with your contribution through the
NIU Foundation. To contribute by phone, by mail or online, go to the foundation’s How to Give web
page and where indicated, specify the Center for Southeast Asian Studies. If your employer matches
your charitable donations, please take a moment to fill out that form and double your contribution. We
appreciate every gift. Thank you!

Persons with a disability who need assistance at any CSEAS event may contact Office Manager Lisa Heal at 815-7531771 or lheal@niu.edu. To no longer receive this bulletin, reply to this e-mail with request to remove your name. Please
specify your name or organization with which this mailing is linked. Thank you.
Center for Southeast Asian Studies • 520 College View Court • Northern Illinois University • DeKalb, IL 60115 •
815-753-1771 (office) • 815-753-1776 (FAX) • cseas@niu.edu (e-mail) • www.cseas.niu.edu
Facebook • Twitter

•
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